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“Inidfaftiny the- Hill, thode responsible for it “had.”
tried to make it a just measure, and, first and fore-
miost, had'asked that a General Councll of Nursing
Education and Registration of the United Kingdom
should be authorised by the State. This Couneil
was o be. composed - of - medical : pra titioners, ,
Matrors and nuisés, a very fow' eldeted ‘members,
and-alarge majority ‘ ‘of direct repi vsbmtatives. Thus.
1t’prov1ded for ond: portal into the profession of
" nwsingy and gave a large amount of self-government .

to those concerned, the registered nurses, which, of .
course, included the ‘Matrons also. : ,

-This Council was to have_power to frame rules.
regulating the issue of certificates and the conditions .
of admission to the- Register of trained nyrses, -
retrula,tmg the'course of training and the conduct of
examinafions aud the remunera,tmn of the _exa-
miners, Tegulating'the admission to the Regxster of
persons already in pra,cmce as trained nurses at the
colmmencemént of ‘the'Act, regalating,” superv1smg,
and restrigting ‘within due limits the practice (of
registered murses, and defining the particulars re-
quired to be given in any notice under the Act

“To-appoint ‘exatniners. -

‘To-decideupon the. places Where, and the tnnes
when, the examinations ‘should be held. '
To issue and cancel certifichtes,” ,

To publish annually 4 register.of trained nurses,
containing the names, addresses, and qualifications .
f tnurses who' had been duly certlﬁed under .the

e

‘To :decide upon the suspensmn or temoval -
from the' ‘Register- of the name of any trainéd’
nurse” for- any ‘breach of: the  rules and regulations *
from time to time laid ‘down under the Act by the
Counieil, or for conduét: diggraceful'in a professional
rospeet, and also to- decide upon thé’ restoration to
the Register' of the name of any tramed nUIse 50
suspended oi removed, ' * -

And generally to doa any other ach necessary Porthe .
due -and proper carrymu out of the provmons of .
the Aet.

Thus -the Blll provxded for the organisation of
nwising, the only- means by which'a general standard
of edwcation and: a’definite system of professxonal
control could be obtained..

No voluntary system of ' Registration was of any -
use’; it-had been tried, and had failed owing. to'the
0pposzt10n ‘of *those Who ob]ected to the, brained
nutse having: any legal status, or power to help her-
self by co-operation, -Nurses mst have the power
of the law behind them if" they were to effect the
reforms'so- urdent'ly noeded, = All professmns con-
posed_of men, had required, such protection from
the State, ‘and ' what was necessary for enfranchised -
men “was egually, 1f‘ not mo1e, necessary for un-’
enfratichised wémen. = - :

Those opposing - State regulatlon of nursing had °
broughtiforwixd many contradictory reasons against .
itt To welliesitificated- Tondon-traired” nuises” it~ =
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was ‘stated that Reglstratlon WouId red.u,ce thelﬁ e,

qualifications $o-one monotonoys level, with, 5nfer1gr
quahﬁcatmns ; théy must, résist regwtramon, therer, :
fore.” To those nurses- holdlng less imposing gepbifi-; ;-
cates, it was arcued phat because they d}d not. possess t
a certificate from a leading schgol they would not be
registered, and would be penalgsed therefors ﬂpcy
must res1st reglstratlon and. so.on ad {wﬁmtum, G i
Now.none of these suggestmns were . true, and -~
those who studied the Bill must “either be exceed— ;
., ingly stupid or perveise if theyr honestly gathered
'such - concligions., ‘The, reglstragmmsts‘ aimed .ab- -
elevating the profession as.a whole by 1nst1tutmg a
desirable ‘standard of knowledge to which-in. he
fufure ‘a'l nurses, ‘wherever - trained, must atfain.; 5.
‘but no injustice to existing nurses. was advocated ; .
nor would Parliament ever permit. legislation to. beﬁ R
refrospective, and thus injure honest Workers RO
Thus the Bill specially. prov1ded for a- term of. ,
" grace under g elause making “ Provision for D*clstmg
Nurses,” which direct that K any person. who within
two years from the ‘commencement of this . Act
* claims o be ‘certified jthereunder. shall be so cer tlﬁed*
" provided sich person is'at least twenty-one years of
“age, produces evidence. of..training satlsfactory
+ to the Council, ‘has been for at- Jeast- three - years
in bonuﬁde practlce as a nurse, and is of good
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- character.” '

No injustice would be done to any: nu1se, as her
qualifications, whatever-they were, Would be pIam]y

" set forth in the Register.

Then another cry was that Registration Would. have
the effect of depriving the poor of good nurses, a -
cottage nurses would not be registered.. . Had:the -
poorg good nurses now ¢ . They, had in such localities. -
as were attended by the Queen’s Nurses—women ¢
: theroughly tiained for -fheir - responsible'duties—all
“of whom ‘would be ehglble “for recrlstra,tmn Bup
“were the majority-of “cobtage nurses” working in
rural districts ¢ trained”. nurses? Mrs.” Fenwick
did not think -they . could claim to -be so,  as the, -
- majority had . received no “training” in a general
‘hogpital; but mno  injustice: would be- dane
. these workers  if they - held, ‘as ' so.  many
of ‘them did, -maternity and m1dw1fery - qualiti-
..cations,” as they could. be registered’ by .the
Coutral ~Midwives' “Board, and thus appear
on‘tha.b Roll, for which they were qualified, and ndt
" assume to be “{rained” nurses, which they were not.

But the registrationists .had -tarefully inserted a
“clauge in the Bill, which. left. the ‘public ‘perfect-
liberty of action'in engaging atteridants on the sick.
« This Act shall not be construed to affect or apply’
to the gratuitousnuxsingof thesick by friends or
-members of a family, and, also, it shall not:apply
to any person attending the sick. for hire, but who
" does not in any way assame.to.be a. reglstered
nurge.”

All that was claimed for the thorqug,hly-tramed
womsn' Wag the protectio of the'title ¢ élegwtered
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